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political, either in home or foreign affairs. Hitler was out even
in 1932 to liberate himself from all party doctrines in economic
policy, and he did the same in all other fields; and this "realist'*
attitude was adopted, and still is, not only by the leader but by
every member holding any official position in the party, or
admitted at all into its confidence. The only objective was the
victory of the party, and even favourite doctrines were aban-
doned for the sake of this. The rise of National Socialism
compelled the elite of the movement to become realists, and
when they came into power they made this acquired prag-
matism the foundation of the fanatical activity of the movement
in the new, national field. It is no doctrinaire commitment
of the movement that drives National Socialism into lines of
action which from a realist and rationalist standpoint are
incomprehensible, but its revolutionary, irrational character,
which continually prompts it to any possible revolutionary
destruction of existing institutions.
The fight against Christianity is not a matter of doctrine or
programme; this is clear to any reader ofMein Kampfor of the
party programme; yet it has come, simply because it lies more
than anything else precisely in that direction of the destruction
of existing institutions. For all practical purposes it should
suffice for the racial State and for freedom from dependence on
any alien, supernational powers, if a German National
Church were started. But the revolutionary destruction of the
Christian basis goes much farther than this. A schismatic
separation of German Catholicism from Rome, inevitable as it
seems to-day, has already been put out of date by the develop-
ments in Germany. It will be a brief episode on the way to the
comprehensive aim of the annihilation of the Christian faith as
the most deep-seated root of Western civilization and of the
social order. It will be a stage that will assist the revolutionizing
of the soul of the masses, not the actual final aim. Similarly the
fight against Judaism, while it is beyond question a central